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  Defining Prior Art 

The information already available in the public domain through publication, both oral or 

written, prior to the effective date or the earliest date of filing of the invention claimed in 

the patent application. 

 

Any public document or disclosure such as published patent literature and non-patent 

literature (books/ journals/ research papers/ websites/ marketing information/ traditional 

knowledge or alike) constitutes Prior Art. 



   Types of Patent Search 

Patentability Search or  

Novelty Search 

• Conducted before filing of the patent application 

for the proposed invention;  

• To ascertain if the proposed invention is 

new/novel; 

• Advantages: claim drafting; strengthen the scope 

of patent; determine potential of the invention. 

Freedom-to-Operate Search or  

Clearance Search 

• Conducted before the commercialization of 

products in the market;   

• To ascertain if an enterprise is free to operate and 

commercialize the product without infringing upon 

the active patents or pending patents in a 

jurisdiction;  

• Advantages: due diligence process;  risk 

assessment analysis; plan commercializing 

strategies; licensing negotiations.    



   Types of Patent Search 

Invalidity Search or  

Opposition Search 

• Conducted to identify the references, patent or 

non-patent, which may impact and control the 

validity and enforceability of the patented claims;   

• To ascertain novelty and inventive step of claims 

in a patent infringement suit or any other legal 

proceedings; evaluate strength of the patented 

claims; to initiate opposition proceedings; 

• Advantages: block the infringing patents; 

establish solidity/monopoly of a patent portfolio; 

licensing.  

State of the Art Search or  

Patent Landscape Search 

• Conducted to have comprehensive view of a 

technology;  

• Advantages: assessing technology trends and 

potential competitors and determine and 

strategizing research strategies; investments and 

acquisitions.   



  Key Concepts in Searching 

Defining concepts of the invention  

Identifying essential features and 

embodiments of the invention 

Identifying 

databases and 

jurisdictions  

Using wildcards 

Keyword search/ Search Strings/ IPC 

Classifying the 

invention 

Filtering relevant 

results  



   Relevant Searching Tools or Databases 

Unpaid Databases 

• InPASS 

• USPTO Database 

• Espacenet 

• Patentscope 

• Patent Lens 

• Free Patents Online  

• Google Patents 

Paid Databases 

• Derwent World Patents Index 

• Questel Orbit 

• PatBase 

• Patseer 

• Thomson Reuters 

• PubChem 

• ChemSpider 

• PubMed  

 

 



  Using Search Tools or Databases Google Patents Search Page  



  Using Search Tools or Databases Google Patents Search Result Page  



   Using Search Tools or Databases Google Patents Search Result  



  Using Search Tools or Database Google Patents Search Result  



  Using Search Tools or Database InPASS Search Page  



  Using Search Tools or Databases InPASS Search Page  



  Using Search Tools or Databases InPASS Search Results Page  



Using Search Tools or Databases InPASS Search Result  



   Using Search Tools or Databases InPASS Application Status  



Using Search Tools or Databases Espacenet Search Page 



   Using Search Tools or Databases Espacenet Search Results 



   Using Search Tools or Databases USPTO Search Page 



   Using Search Tools or Databases USPTO Search Page 



Using Search Tools or Databases USPTO Search Results Page 



  Using Search Tools or Databases USPTO Search Result 



 

 

THANK YOU 
 

For further queries, please connect with us at  
bhawna@singhania.in or ipp@singhania.in  
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